INTRO
AFTER NEARLY 50-YEARS WITH TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER, DOCTOR SAMUEL PRIEN ANNOUNCED THAT HE IS RETIRING. PRIEN’S INNOVATIONS IN FERTILITY TREATMENTS HAVE HELPED THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE. BEYOND THE LAB, HE’S HELPED SHAPE THE FUTURE BY MENTORING GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS. WE SPOKE WITH DOCTOR PRIEN ABOUT HIS INCREDIBLE CAREER.
PKG
TRT: 2:34
OUTCUE: “involved in next.”
Samuel Prien, Ph.D. / Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center :09 - :13
Sanjana Akula / Graduate Student, Texas Tech University Department of Animal and Food Sciences :58 – 1:03
(package transcript)
We don't look at things as limitations out here. You know, West Texans have to look at things as how do I get around the challenge, not oh, that's going to stop me. That's the attitude that basically I've carried for my whole life.
When all this began, Human IVF was so new at the time, nobody really knew how to do it. So, it was fun and exciting and learning. And basically, we set a path that people follow today.
That is exciting. It really is to think that in the time I've been here, you know, I estimated because somebody asked me, I said, well, at least 3,800 babies. That's probably a way underestimate. I know we averaged for quite a while 100 babies a year, and the unique opportunity to work with both humans and animals. Most people don't do that. They do one or the other. I get to do both.
I feel like everyone that I have been taught by for reproductive physiology specifically has either been Doctor Prien or been taught by Doctor Prien.
I teach med students, I teach residents, I teach undergraduates, I teach graduates, I teach everybody. I estimate roughly 10,000 people have been impacted by what I've done. Outside of watching people take home a baby that is by far the most rewarding thing I do, because you get to see people finally get it. Then, all of a sudden everything opens up to them. That's the most exciting thing in the world.
I had a graduate student. I came bounding in the lab one day and looked at her and said, why do we collect semen the way we do? We collect it in a cold, hard specimen cup and then we worry about taking care of it. I said, why don't we take care of it at collection? I said, okay, we're going to do something a little bit different. And we went back and we redesigned the specimen cup. 
In my world, that's what science is about. It is, we should be questioning what we do.
I know you took pictures of all the patent plaques and all the other stuff. Those are nice. The side over here means a lot more to me. I don't look at them as what they are. Every time I look at them, I see the person that was there.
Everything has a season. My season here has come. It has gone after almost 50 years. But I've already had a number of people approached me about all kinds of crazy things, and who knows what I'll get involved in next.
(end of package)
TAG
DOCTOR PRIEN’S OFFICIAL RETIREMENT DATE IS AUGUST 31ST. 
