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Passed a resoluti on supporti ng 
a medical school 

for Texas Tech University

LCME LIAISON COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION 

Clerkship hours
Grover Murray Ph.D. 

President, Texas Technological College
1966 –  1976

Early views of Constructi on of Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Main Building — April and July 1974

George Tyner  M.D.
Dean, TTUHSC School of Medicine

1974 – 1981 

Richard A. Lockwood, M.D.
Vice President, 

TTUHSC School of Medicine  
1974–1980  

John Buesseler, M.D.
Founding Vice President and 

Founding Dean 
1970–1975

Fir�   Gra� ating  Cla�  — 1971 Dean’s s� ech — 1�  gra� ation
Mar�  31� , 1974

1�  Gra� ation Convocation

William W. Frye, M.D., Ph.D.
1973 – 1974
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John Buesseler, M.D., appointed 
Founding Vice President and 
Founding Dean

October 8, 1970
Affi  liati on agreement between 
TTU School of Medicine and 
 St. Mary of the Plains Hospital is 
approved 

December 1970
Board of Regents approve 
affi  liati on agreements with 
Lubbock County Hospital District 
and Methodist Hospital in Lubbock

70 
August 12–13, 1971
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on 
which leads to provisional 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

71
August 21, 1972
TTU School of Medicine formally 
opens in Drane Hall with thirty–six 
freshmen and twenty–fi ve junior 
students

September 29, 1972
Board of Regents grants approval 
to establish School of Allied Health 
Sciences at Texas Tech

72
February 2, 1973
Groundbreaking ceremony is held 
for the TTU School of Medicine 
building in Lubbock

April 1973
Coordinati ng Board for Higher 
Educati on in the State of Texas 
approves the School of Allied 
Health Sciences

August 1973
Board of Regents gives warranty 
deed for parking, uti liti es, egress 
and ingress to Lubbock County 
Hospital District and shared 
services agreement is signed

September 15, 1973
Richard A. Lockwood, M.D., is 
appointed Director of Programs 
and Faciliti es Development of the 
Medical Center

73  
February 1974
Health Sciences Center 
constructi on begins on the corner 
of 4th Street and Indiana Avenue

March 1, 1974
Richard A. Lockwood, M.D., 
is appointed Vice President for the 
Health Sciences Center

March 31, 1974
TTU School of Medicine graduates 
fi rst class of twenty–four students

May 7, 1974
Board of Regents accepts contract 
document on Regional Academic 
Health Center at Amarillo

August 2, 1974
Board of Regents approves contract 
allowing TTU School of Medicine to 
provide clinical services at 
R.E. Thomason General Hospital  in 
El Paso

August 5, 1974
George S. Tyner, M.D., is appointed 
Dean of the TTU School of 
Medicine

October 1974
Coordinati ng Board for Higher 
Educati on in the State of Texas 
approves proposal for 
School of Pharmacy at Texas Tech

December 9–12, 1974
Follow up visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on

74
January 1, 1975
Board of Regents approves 
proposal for School of Nursing at 
Texas Tech

April 1975
Coordinati ng Board for Higher 
Educati on in the State of Texas 
approves proposal for School of 
Nursing

May 16, 1975
Affi  liati on agreements for 
undergraduate clerkships and 
residency programs between 
TTU School of Medicine and 
William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center in El Paso are approved

June 8, 1975
Forty–one students graduate in the 
second graduati on ceremony of the 
TTU School of Medicine

July 1, 1975
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on places TTU School of 
Medicine on probati on mainly due 
to problems with junior clerkships

August 1975
TTU School of Medicine adopts 
four–year curriculum for entering 
class of medical students

September 1, 1975
Departments reduced from 
32 to 21 eliminati ng:

• Health Organizati on Management
• Allied Health 
• Oral Medicine & Surgery
• Colon & Rectal Surgery
• General Surgery, Neurosurgery, ENT, 

Plasti c Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, and 
Urology became Divisions of Surgery

• Forensic Medicine and Veterinary & 
Zoological Medicine became Divisions 
of Pathology

 

December 5, 1975
Board of Regents approves 
graduate programs in Medical 
Biochemistry and Microbiology

75
April 16, 1976
Regional Academic Health Center at 
Amarillo building is dedicated

April 23, 1976
Coordinati ng Board for Higher 
Educati on in the State of Texas 
approves Medical Biochemistry and 
Microbiology graduate programs

June 6, 1976
Forty–two students graduate in the 
third graduati on ceremony of the 
TTU School of Medicine

September 1, 1976
M. Cecil Mackey, M.D., is appointed 
president of Texas Tech University 
and TTU School of Medicine

December 16–21, 1976
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on to 
Lubbock and El Paso campuses with 
generally positi ve results

76
January 19, 1977
Board of Regents approves 
$4.3 million constructi on project to 
complete basement and fi ft h level 
of Pod B

June 5, 1977
Forty–fi ve students graduate in the 
fourth graduati on ceremony of the 
TTU School of Medicine 

Medical School building in Lubbock 
is dedicated

June 30, 1977
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on recommends 
TTU School of Medicine be 
removed from probati onary status

September 8, 1977
Regional Academic Health Center 
at El Paso building is dedicated

77
February 1978
Board of Regents approves 
$4.7 million constructi on project to 
complete 4th level of Pod B and 
1st level of Pod C

No graduati on ceremony held due 
to change from three- to four-year 
curriculum

78 June 3, 1979
Forty–one students graduate in the 
fi ft h graduati on ceremony of the 
TTU School of Medicine

June 6, 1979
Texas Legislature offi  cially 
designates the insti tuti on as 
Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center (TTUHSC)

79
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1967
People of Lubbock County vote to 
create the Lubbock County Hospital 
District and approve the funding of 
a Teaching Hospital for a proposed 
medical school at Texas Tech 
University (TTU)

May 1969
Sixty-First Legislature passes Texas 
House Bill #498 creati ng the Texas 
Tech University School of Medicine 
and Governor Preston and signed it 
into law

May 1969
Texas Legislature authorizes Texas 
Tech to deed Teaching Hospital site 
to Lubbock County Hospital District

FIRST STUDENTS 
DUE MONDAY
Med School ‘Opening’ Set 
By PERRY FLIPPIN

Avalanche-Journal Staff 

In 1926, when the fi rst students 
enrolled, cott on fi elds were sti ll 
blooming and catt le were sti ll 
grazing between downtown 
Lubbock and the newborn college 
that was desti ned to become Texas 
Tech University.
The cott on fi elds and cow pastures 
are gone now, supplanted by a 
modern metropolis that serves as 
the hub of commerce, industry and 
learning for more than two million 
residents in West Texas and eastern 
New Mexico.

At 9:30 a.m. Monday, Lubbock 
and Texas Tech will host another 
event that many have hailed as 
the city’s single most signifi cant 
achievement since 1926 
– the opening of the Texas Tech 
University School of Medicine.
By the most conservati ve esti mate, 
the school will be bringing $40-
$50 million annually to Lubbock 
by 1978 at a cost to Lubbock 
taxpayers of $2 million per year.
Health care is the second largest 
industry in the nati on and the 
establishment of Tech’s Medical 
School – in the traditi on of 
Houston, Galveston and San 
Antonio, to name a few examples 
– heralds a new day of vitality and 
growth for Lubbock and the 
South Plains.
By almost any measure Tech’s Med 
School stands to cast some of the 
most far-reaching advances in 
South Plains history.  If the growth 
of the university itself is any guide, 
the School could well change the 
face of the Plains.

The challenge is great:
-  West Texas has less than half the 
number of physicians found in the 
nati onal average.
-  At least 5 West Texas counti es 
have no physicians at all.
-  More than half the physicians 
practi cing in Texas were trained 
outside the state.
-  Despite a criti cal shortage of 
physicians, medical schools in 
Texas are rejecti ng large numbers 
of qualifi ed candidates each year.

Longti me Area Dream
As early as 1950, forward–looking 
residents in Lubbock and West 
Texas urged the establishment 
of a school of medicine at Texas 
Tech.  Through the years, it became 
increasingly evident that other 
area’s medical and health care 
faciliti es were not keeping pace 
with the demands of the area’s 
growing populati on.
By 1963, the shortage of physicians 
and adequate health care faciliti es 
had become so criti cal that a large, 
well–organized group of 
West Texas supporters were 
converging on Austi n with a plan 
for Tech’s Medical School.

The 61st Legislature responded 
by approving a bill to create 
such a school, and it was signed 
into law on May 27, 1969.  
This authorized the planning, 
organizing and establishment of a 
state–owned and operated school.  
An appropriati on of $10 million 
was approved for planning and 
constructi on.

Hospital District 
Okayed
Earlier, Lubbock voters approved 
the creati on of a hospital district 
that would, with their property 
tax dollars, construct and operate 
a teaching hospital for medical 
students.
In late 1970, an affi  liati on 
agreement was signed between 
the medical school and the 
hospital district. Plans began 
to take shape for the facility on 
land deeded to the district by the 
university. It would be staff ed by 
medical school faculty members, 
and the university would retain 

all authority over the hospital’s 
acti viti es and elected programs.
On March 18, 1971, Gov. Smith 
signed the Higher Educati on 
Faciliti es Act of 1971, providing $35 
million for tuiti on–backed bonds 
for the constructi on of Tech’s new 
School of Medicine, the only one in 
Texas to be located on the campus 
of a major university.

Now In “Dorm”
For the present ti me, Tech Med 
School is located in Drane Hall, a 
recently remodeled dormitory. 
Early next year, the school will 
open its temporary clinical 
faciliti es in Thompson Hall, 
another remodeled dorm, and 
staff  physicians will begin seeing 
pati ents there with their students.
Constructi on of the $25 million 
Phase I–A facility is expected 
to be completed in late 1975, 
shortly aft er the graduati on of the 
Med School’s fi rst all–Tech class. 
That class of 36 freshmen will be 
entering med school Monday along 
with 25 junior students set to 
graduate in May 1974.
Eventually, the school plans to 
admit 200 med students per 
year, plus even larger numbers 

of denti stry, pharmacy, nursing, 
rehabilitati on, mental health and 
other specialti es.

Already Makes News
Already the school has established 
a disti nguished record in the 
remarkably short ti me that it 
has moved from a concept to an 
insti tuti on.
Dean John A. Buessler, Tech Vice-
President for Health Aff airs, arrived 
at Tech in August 1970 to begin 
organizing the school.
Less than two years later, he 
opened the doors to the fi rst 
students – a nati onal record that 
was enhanced even more when 
provisional accreditati on was 
granted by the Associati on of 
American Medical Colleges and the 
American Medical Associati on.
The school will also employ several 
new concepts of medical training:

Pared By One Year
-  Unoffi  cially dubbed 
“The Marcus Welby School of Medicine,” 
Tech will emphasize the training of 
general practi ti oners of 
“family physicians” rather than 
medical specialist.
-  Administrators have “collapsed” 
the traditi onal four–year program 
to three years by minimizing 
vacati on ti me and increasing the 
intensity of instructi on.
-  A “tutorial team” system, 
whereby one physician–scholar 
works closely with some eight 
students as a mentor or tutor, is 
expected to improve the quality 
of training while decreasing the 
possibility of student drop–outs.

Centers To Be Formed
Likewise, a key feature of Tech’s 
concept is its program of 
“regional outreach” to organize 
and upgrade health care in smaller 
communiti es, while establishing 
“health care centers” in six regional 
citi es – Amarillo, Abilene, El Paso, 
Midland–Odessa, San Angelo and 
Wichita Falls.
More than a dozen city and area 
hospitals have signed affi  liati on 
agreements with the school 
in order to parti cipate in its 
educati onal eff orts, which will 
include major research projects 
and a network of the most modern 
communicati ons faciliti es to 
provide physicians with instant 
consultati on, automated data 
banks and computerized diagnosti c 
capabiliti es.
To symbolize this vast eff ort of 
medical training, Tech has chosen a 
variati on of the familiar caduceus 
with its twin serpents coiled 
around a winged staff .
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Some 250 university offi  cials 
medical school faculty and 
students and invited guests are 
expected to be on hand for the 
formal opening ceremony Monday 
in the Student Reading Room of 
Drane Hall.
Dr. Paul J. Sarazano, associate 
deputy administrator for 
development of Health Services 
and Mental Health Administrati on 
in Washington, will deliver the 
keynote address.
Bill Collins, president of 
university’s board of regents, and 
Dr. Glenn E. Barnett , executi ve 
vice–president, will head the Tech 
conti ngent.
Like Tech’s opening day in 1926, 
Monday’s ceremonies will focus on 
the future – a future as grand as 
West Texas itself, as limitless as the 
dreams of those who build it.
The event also will serve to 
mark Lubbock’s commitment 
to the challenge of the future 
– a humanitarian commitment 
to provide the best medical and 
health care for all the people of the 
surrounding 110–county area.

Governor John Connally
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5th Floor Plans

HSC site plan—
1984

U.S. Senator Lloyd Bentsen, President Lauro Cavazos, and 
Dr. Sam E. Curl – Dean, TTU College of Agricultural Sciences

J. Ted Hartman, M.D. 
 Dean, TTUHSC School of 

Medicine
 1982 – 1988
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Spring 1989
Outpati ent clinics open at Texas 
Tech Medical Center in El Paso

March 30, 1989
Robert Lawless, Ph.D., is named 
President of TTU and TTUHSC 

May 27, 1989 
Ninety–one students graduate in 
the 15th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

July 4, 1989
Animal Liberati on Front causes 
$700,000 in damage to the animal  
laboratory 

89

1988
Integrated Doctorate of Medicine 
and Doctorate of Philosophy 
(M.D./Ph.D.) program is formalized

March 6-10, 1988
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on 

May 1988
Lauro F. Cavazos, Ph.D., announces 
resignati on as President of TTU and 
TTUHSC

Southwest Cancer Center opens at 
Lubbock General Hospital

May 20, 1988
One hundred and two students 
graduate in the 14th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

Summer 1988
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on grants seven–year 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

November 1988
Bernhard Mitt emeyer, M.D.,  
appointed Interim Dean 
(November 1988 – August 1990)

88

August 24, 1987
Constructi on begins for 
outpati ent clinical educati on 
building in El Paso

May 30, 1987 
One hundred and one students 
graduate in the 13th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

87

1986 
Ribbon–cutti  ng ceremony is held 
for new clinic building in Amarillo

May 31, 1986
Ninety–three students graduate in 
the 12th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

September 1986
Tech Press publishes 
Eye of the Storm co-writt en by 
Robert L. McCartor and 
George S. Tyner, M.D.

86 
April 1, 1980
Lauro F. Cavazos, Ph.D., appointed 
President of TTU and TTUHSC

June 1, 1980
Forty–two students graduate in 
the sixth graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine 

Health Sciences Center Hospital is 
renamed Lubbock General Hospital 

80
82

June 6, 1982
Fift y–seven students graduate in 
the eighth graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine 

Offi  cial photographer shows up 
without fi lm in his camera—
included in the class is 
Bernard Harris Jr., M.D.

August 6, 1982
J. Ted Hartman, M.D., is appointed 
Dean of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

August 21, 1982
Board of Regents names 
George S. Tyner, M.D., 
Dean Emeritus

March 1981
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on grants three–year 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

May 1981
Only burn center in West Texas 
opens at Lubbock General Hospital

May 31, 1981
Forty–two students graduate in the 
seventh graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

August 25, 1981
TTUHSC School of Nursing 
offi  cially opens

August 31, 1981
George S. Tyner, M.D., reti res and 
J. Ted Hartman, M.D., is named 
Interim Dean of the TTUHSC School 
of Medicine 
(8/1981 – 8/1982)

81
June 5, 1983
Seventy–seven students graduate 
in the ninth graduati on ceremony 
of TTUHSC School of Medicine and 
TTUHSC School of Nursing graduates 
fi rst class of fi ve students 

September 1983
Programs in Occupati onal Therapy, 
Physical Therapy, and Medical 
Technology begin in the School of 
Allied Health

October 1983
Board of Regents approves $10 
million for constructi on in Pods B and 
C for the School of Nursing and Allied 
Health

Interesti ng Facts:
• TTUHSC Ambulatory Clinics report 

78,433 pati ent visits for 1982–1983 (up 
from 17,006 in 1973–1974)

• In 1983, TTUHSC reports 300 full–ti me 
and 85 part–ti me faculty

• On December 31, 1983, there are 1,178 
employees at TTUHSC

• Total students enrolled 1983–84 is 389

• Lubbock General Hospital reports 

12,400 pati ent visits in 1983

• Total 1983 budget is $70,495,000

83

June 3, 1984
Ninety students graduate in tenth 
graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

June 20, 1984
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on grants four–year 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

August 3, 1984
Board of Regents approve 
lease of land for the 
Ronald McDonald House

September 28, 1984
Board of Regents approves 
reacti vati on of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine, Department of Health 
Organizati on Management

October 2, 1984
Groundbreaking ceremonies 
are held for TTUHSC Regional 
Academic Health Center at Odessa

84
85

June 2, 1985 
Ninety–fi ve students graduate in 
the 11th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

November 1985
W.K. Kellogg Foundati on awards 
$1.6 million to TTUHSC and Area 
Health Educati on Grant of $1.2 
million is received 

TTUHSC reports 280,000 
ambulatory clinic pati ent 
encounters in the four regional 
academic health centers 

Board of Regents forms committ ee 
to study TTUHSC

December 1985
Offi  cial student enrollment 
is announced as 401 medical 
students, 314 resident physicians, 
190 nursing students, and 77 allied 
health students 

Department of Family Medicine 
receives one of four nati onal 
awards from Pati ent Care magazine
for E��������� �� P������ E�������� 
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Clovis Explorer Scouts tour

Touring Health Sciences Center Hospital

Splash Bash Student Party

The Blackwell Ultrasound (Eric Blackwell, M.D.)

Recipient of Gold–Headed Cane

Unknown manuscript by Dr. George Tyner

Jim Courtney opens Southwest Cancer Center at  LGH with
B. Mitt emeyer, M.D., and D. Vugrin, M.D., Founding Director, in att endance

Freshman Orientati on

Decade  �                   Cha�enges  
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Darryl Williams, M.D.
 Dean, School of Medicine

1990 – 1995

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., 
Dean, TTUHSC School of Medicine 

1997 – 2001

Bernard Harris Jr., M.D. 
TTU School of Medicine ‘82, 

serves as Payload Commander 
on Space Shutt le Discovery 

(STS-63) and becomes
fi rst African American

to walk in space

The Department of 
Orthopaedics bought this 

horse in anti cipati on of 
involvement in the NCAA 
sports medicine program 

— which never happened.  
And, the horse... “crashed 

&  burned” at the 
Nebraska game.

David R. Smith,M.D.
President, TTUHSC

1996-2002
 Interim Dean, School of 

Medicine
1996 – 1997 

Chancellor, TTU System
2002-2006

Announcing successful treatment
of the hantavirus
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September 1990
Darryl Williams, M.D., is appointed 
Dean of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

May 19, 1990 
Ninety–six students graduate in 
the 16th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

90
1991
Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences is established to 
coordinate master’s and doctoral 
programs of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

May 18, 1991
Ninety–three students graduate in 
the 17th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

91
November 11, 1994  
Professor Douglas Stocco, Ph.D.’s, 
groundbreaking research on 
Steroidogenic Acute Regulatory 
(StAR) protein is published in 1994 
Journal of Biological Chemistry
Volume 269 (45) 28314-28322

Cloning of StAR cDNA helps to  
determine cause of potenti ally fatal 
disease Congenital Lipoid Adrenal 
Hyperplasia (lipoid CAH)

May 21, 1994
Ninety students graduate in the 
20th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine 

December 9, 1994
Board of Regents approves 
constructi on of new TTUHSC library 
in Lubbock

94Spring 1993
Seventy–third Texas Legislature 
creates the TTUHSC School of 
Pharmacy based in Amarillo 

February 1993
Dr. Lorenz O. Lutherer releases book 
detailing att ack on animal laboratory 
by Animal Liberati on Front in 1989

June 5, 1993 
Eighty–fi ve students graduate in 
the 19th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

93

August 1996
John T. Montf ord, J.D., is named 
fi rst Chancellor of TTU and TTUHSC

September 1996
David R. Smith, M.D., 
Commissioner of Texas Department 
of Health is named 
President of TTUHSC
—Interim SOM Dean (10/96 – 5/97)

May 18, 1996 
Ninety–one students graduate in 
the 22nd graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine 

December 26, 1996
University Medical Center 
establishes $10 million endowment 
to benefi t TTU School of Medicine

96

May 21–22, 1999
One hundred and twenty-six 
students graduate in the 25th 
graduati on ceremony of TTUHSC 
School of Medicine

August 1999
Study by TTUHSC School of 
Medicine researchers 
J. Danny Cooley, Ph.D., 
Wing Wong, Ph.D., 
Cynthia Jumper, M.D., and 
David Straus, Ph.D., pinpoint two 
fungi as possible causes of sick 
building syndrome

99

January 15, 1998
Tobacco industry sett les lawsuit 
with State of Texas agreeing to pay 
$15 billion over 25 years for costs 
associated with treatment 
for Medicaid pati ents — 
two endowments are established 
for TTUHSC

May 16, 1998
One hundred and thirteen students 
graduate in the 24th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

August 13, 1998
Preston Smith Library of Health 
Sciences is dedicated in Lubbock

November 1998 
Board of Regents approves the 
establishment of Insti tute for 
Healthy Aging

98

May 16–17, 1997
Ninety–nine students graduate in 
the 23rd graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

June 1997
Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is named 
Dean of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine 
(June 1997 – October 2001) 

Summer 1997
TTUHSC Offi  ce of Rural and 
Community Health is established to 
provide a more defi ned rural focus 
for the insti tuti on

Fall 1997
Constructi on begins on new 
TTUHSC library in Lubbock

97

May 30, 1992 
Ninety–three students graduate in 
the 18th graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

92

February 2–11, 1995
Bernard Harris Jr., M.D., 
TTU School of Medicine ‘82, 
serves as Payload Commander on 
Space Shutt le Discovery (STS-63) 
and is the fi rst African American to 
walk in space

March 6-9, 1995
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on

June 8, 1995
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on grants seven–year 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

May 20, 1995
Ninety–eight students graduate in 
the 21st graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

June 1995 
Bernhard Mitt emeyer, M.D.,  
named Interim Dean  
(June 1995 – October 1996)

95
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2000
School of Medicine 

Strategic Plan

MILLENNIUM3

A Focus on Teamwork 
and Shared Goals

Bernhard Mitt emeyer, M.D.
Interim Dean, School of 

Medicine 
11/1988 – 8/1990
6/1995 – 10/1996 
7/2005 – 5/2006

Executi ve Vice President and 
Provost, TTUHSC

1986-1996

Interim President, TTUHSC
6/2006 - 6/2007

Richard Van Ness Homan, M.D.   
Dean TTUHSC School of Medicine 

2001–2006

Shirley Garrison

F. Marie Hall

Medical Pavilion Ribbon Cutti  ng
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January 2000
John A. Buesseler Eye Clinic opens 
at Community Health Center of 
Lubbock

May 4, 2000
Texas Tech Medical Center 
Southwest opens

May 19–21, 2000
One hundred and nineteen 
students graduate in the 26th 
graduati on ceremony of TTUHSC 
School of Medicine

Summer 2000
Constructi on begins on
Mildred and Shirley L. Garrison 
Geriatric Educati on and Care Center

00

January 1, 2001 
TTUHSC becomes smoke–free 
campus

Contract begins between TTUHSC 
School of Medicine and Lubbock 
County Commissioners Court to 
provide medical examiner services 

April 2001
Collaborati on between TTUHSC, 
TTU, and TTU School of Law 
establishes Insti tute for Forensic 
Science

May 18-20, 2001
One hundred and sixteen students 
graduate in the 27th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

November 1, 2001
Richard Van Ness Homan, M.D., 
is named Dean of TTUHSC School 
of Medicine and Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences
(November 2001 – August 2005)

December 1, 2001
Constructi on of Academic 
Classroom Building begins in 
Lubbock
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March 10–14, 2002
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on

May 18–19, 2002 
One hundred and eight students 
graduate in the 28th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

May 10, 2002
David R. Smith, M.D., is named 
Chancellor of Texas Tech University 
System

June 11, 2002
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on grants seven–year 
accreditati on of the 
M.D. educati onal program

October 2–4, 2002
First Medical Educati on Summit 
begins long–term curriculum 
redesign process and is referred to 
as educati onal renaissance
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January 2003
M. Roy Wilson, M.D., is named 
President of TTUHSC

March 10, 2003
Insti tuti onal Educati onal Vision, 
Goals and Objecti ves which guide 
M.D. educati onal curriculum are 
approved by Educati onal Policy 
Committ ee

May 18, 2003
One hundred and four students 
graduate in the 29th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

November 10, 2003 
Ribbon–cutti  ng ceremony is held 
for Academic Classroom Building in 
Lubbock

October 18, 2003
Gov. Preston Smith dies in Lubbock 
at age of 91

December 1, 2003
Constructi on begins on TTUHSC 
infrastructure project establishing 
new parking and traffi  c fl ow
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May 13–14, 2004
Renaissance II Medical Educati on 
Summit begins integrati on of basic 
and clinical sciences curriculum 
with Curriculum Theme Teams 
focusing on teaching of body 
systems and disease processes 
rather than individual basic science 
disciplines

May 22, 2004
One hundred and fourteen 
students graduate in the 30th 
graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

November 1, 2004
Constructi on of TTUHSC Clinical 
Tower/Research Center begins in 
Lubbock
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March 8, 2005
U.S. Patent is issued to
Samuel Prien, Ph.D., and Dusti e 
Johnson, Ph.D., for collecti on 
device that improves quality of 
semen used in ferti lity treatments

May 21, 2005 
One hundred and twenty-eight 
students graduate in the 31st 
graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

June 7, 2005
Renaissance III Year 3–4 
Medical Educati on Summit 
examines clinical curriculum and 
establishes core manuals for 
required clerkships

September, 2005
Bernhard T. Mitt emeyer, M.D., 
named Interim Dean of TTUHSC 
School of Medicine
(September 2005 – June 2006)

August 2005
Joehassin Cordero, M.D., performs 
fi rst cochlear implant surgery at 
TTUHSC

September 2005
TTUHSC School of Medicine 
mobilizes several departments to 
assist Hurricane Katrina victi ms 
evacuated to Lubbock

December 9, 2005
Year 3-4 Renaissance IV Medical 
Educati on Summit conti nues to 
examine innovati ve structures and 
methods for clinical training
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April 20, 2006
Texas Higher Educati on 
Coordinati ng Board approves 
establishment of Department of 
Urology

May 20, 2006
One hundred and eighteen 
students graduate in the 32nd 
graduati on ceremony of 
TTUHSC School of Medicine

June 1, 2006
Steven L. Berk, M.D., named Dean 
of TTUHSC School of Medicine

August 28-29, 2006
Renaissance V Medical Educati on 
Summit – Curriculum Redesign: 
Year 3–4 establishes Conti nuity 
Clinic and Integrati on Seminar to 
strengthen integrati on of basic 
sciences into clinical training

December 1, 2006
Former Senator and Dimmitt  nati ve 
Kent Hance is named Chancellor of 
Texas Tech University System
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May 19, 2007
One hundred and thirteen students 
graduate in the 33rd graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

August 17–18, 2007
Renaissance VI – EPC/Curriculum 
Summit and Workshops fi nalizes 
expectati ons for clinical training in 
Years 3–4 

August 24, 2007 
Paul L. Foster donates $50 million 
in support of four–year medical 
school in El Paso

September 1, 2007
John C. Baldwin, M.D., is named 
President of TTUHSC

07

March 6-8, 2008
Renaissance VII Medical Educati on 
Summit strengthens clinical 
training requirements and begins 
process to enhance cross–campus 
communicati on for Year 4 electi ves

May 17, 2008
One hundred and thirty students 
graduate in the 34th graduati on 
ceremony of TTUHSC School of 
Medicine

February 2008
Liaison Committ ee on Medical 
Educati on approves provisional 
accreditati on for Paul L. Foster 
School of Medicine

May 12, 2008
Texas Higher Educati on 
Coordinati ng Board approves 
request to establish Department 
of Neurology and Department of 
Psychiatry

July 1, 2008
Cancer Center is formed at 
TTUHSC School of Medicine to 
develop regional collaborati on and 
to increase cancer research and 
treatment protocols

August 7, 2008
Women’s Health Insti tute is 
renamed the Laura W. Bush 
Insti tute for Women’s Health

September 2008 
TTUHSC announces creati on of 
the SimLife Center that will off er 
interdisciplinary clinical simulati on 
in Lubbock to students of all 
schools
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March 8–12, 2009
Site visit is made by Liaison 
Committ ee on Medical Educati on 
affi  rming success of curriculum 
redesign —formal accreditati on 
is pending meeti ng of LCME in 
October 2009

May 16, 2009
One hundred and forty–four  
students graduate in the 35th 
graduati on ceremony of TTUHSC 
School of Medicine

June 5, 2009
Researchers at TTUHSC School of 
Medicine Cancer Center develop 
new oral formulati on of anti -cancer 
drug, fenreti nide, making medicine 
more palatable for pediatric cancer 
pati ents

July 2009
Inaugural class of Year 3 students 
begins clinical training at 
Permian Basin campus in Odessa

August 31, 2009
Contract for medical examiner 
services between TTUHSC School 
of Medicine and Lubbock County 
Commissioners Court ends

09

John C. Baldwin, M.D. 
named President,
TTUHSC July 2007

M. Roy Wilson, M.D. 
President, TTUHSC

2003-2006
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White Coat Ceremony
Class 2012

HSC Reunion 
2005

School of Medicine announces new cancer center, arrival of nati onally recognized 
researchers, to work with and collaborate with our faculty and staff .

Match Day 2006 

Scrubs Party

Steven L. Berk, M.D.
named Dean, School of 

Medicine and Vice President 
for Medical Aff airs

2006

The right
people.

The right
ideas.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Rockefeller Young
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Medical students are our greatest priority!  
As educators we are judged by their ability to provide compassionate, skilled health care 
to their pati ents. Each student we graduate will practi ce medicine for 30 years or more and 
see thousands of pati ents, having an overwhelming impact on the quality of life.
As dean, I hope to facilitate an excepti onal learning environment by working with faculty, 
residents, hospital administrators and community leaders to conti nually improve the 
school. 

TTUHSC is a unique place.
As I meet with our students, I ask them to support and 
help each other by treati ng one another with the same 
respect they plan for their pati ents. Students are not 
competi tors, but rather colleagues working together to 
create a strong culture for learning. 

Our society is changing, health care is changing and 
medical educati on must adapt to these changes.  
Ambulatory and chronic disease experiences must be 
improved and basic science must be integrated with 
clinical experience. Ethical issues and respect for cultural 
diff erences are vital. It is apparent that geriatric principles 
of care will pervade most clinical specialti es. We must 
teach students to avoid errors and communicate well with 
pati ents using appropriate language and bedside manner, 
while adapti ng to the fi nancial and ti me effi  ciency realiti es 
of our modern health care system.

Today’s health care environment is experiencing 
exponenti al growth in the need for knowledge and 
technology amidst a diverse, demanding, educated and 
chronically ill populati on. Faculty members on 
all our campuses are engaged in an ongoing eff ort 
to evaluate and change curricula to meet the
needs of medical students and enhance their 
future success as physicians. 
However, curriculum alone will not guarantee a fi rst-class 
teaching program. Clinical teaching in a setti  ng of high-
quality pati ent care standards and pati ent sati sfacti on is 
imperati ve. Master teachers, who pati ently care about 
the success of students require encouragement and 
development.  Curious, enthusiasti c, altruisti c students 
who learn to become independent learners is our ulti mate 
goal.

Medical Student
Aging Awareness 

Project

I believe we must engage our students as if they were our 
own children going into the medical profession. How do 
we want them prepared for this diffi  cult line of work?  This 
conti nuing quest requires that we guarantee outstanding 
role models and provide the types of experiences our 
students will need for lifelong success. In part, we will 
measure our achievement by theirs, benchmarked 
against United States Medical Licensing Examinati on 
(USMLE) scores above the nati onal average, evaluati ons 
by residency program directors, success in the Nati onal 
Resident Matching Program and a positi ve reputati on in 
the community. 

Together we are seeing these markers rise, and I look 
forward to the conti nued success of those we have trained.

Steven L. Berk, M.D.
Vice President for Medical Aff airs and Dean
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center
School of Medicine


